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Diamond Jubilee  

 

 

 
In Celebration of 

 

75 Years of Community Service 
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The Heavenly Harpist  
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Janeen Schmaedeke, Celeste Kappel, Sherry TerMaat,  
Patricia Bailey, Nancy Mitchell, and Rose Zubik 

 

Venue, Entertainment, Invitations, Tickets, Donations, Raffles, 
Photos, Flowers, Program Design and Video Presentation 

 
 

Mimi Arnold, Sue Blais, Pat Caldwell, Cathie Ference,  
Elenor Hawley, Pat Hogan, Terry Horvath,  

Denise Hyker, Lynda Schiappa, and Karen White.  
  

Provided Additional Assistance with  
Publicity, Raffles, Tickets, and Club History 

 



 

Palos Heights Woman’s Club 

Diamond Jubilee Raffle Gifts 
 
 

 

Waterford Crystal Vase 
Janeen and Dick Schmaedeke 

 
Ladies Golf Clubs and Bag 

Nancy and Tom Thoss of Palos Golf 
with 2 Rounds of Golf at Silver Lake C.C. 

 
Lladro Lady Figurine  

                               Noral Jewelers 
 

 

White Sox Basket with White Sox Paraphernalia and 4 Tickets 
Barb and Hank Deckinga 

 

Ladies Gift Basket 
Mona Lisa ~ A Relaxed You ~ Lori’s Jewelers ~ Lumes Restaurant 

 
Francesca Gift Basket 

Francesca’s on Taylor Street 
 

Harvest Room Gift Basket 
Harvest Room Restaurant  

 
Four Rounds of Golf with Carts 

Water’s Edge Golf Course 

 



 

Palos Heights Woman’s Club 

Diamond Jubilee Program 
 
Cocktails and Appetizers  
Musical Accompaniment ~ The Heavenly Harpist 

 

Welcome 
Barb Deckinga 

 

Invocation 
Carol Margaret Miller 

 

Dinner 
 

Recognition of Honored Guests 
Janeen Schmaedeke 

 

Honorable Robert Straz 
Mayor, City of Palos Heights 

 

      History  
      Celeste Kappel 
                     
             Recognition of Past Presidents 

                     Sherry TerMaat 
 
Music 
Roger Pampel 
 
Raffle Drawings 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
  
 
 

 

Palos Heights Woman’s Club 
President’s Letter 

 

Dear Members and Friends of the Palos Heights Woman’s Club,  

 

Thank you for attending tonight’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration and helping 
us celebrate 75 years of community service. The many volunteer hours of 

our members coupled with the generous 
support of the community and 
businesses for our many fundraising 
projects and charities has made the 
Palos area a safe and beautiful place 
for our children and families. 
 

Three PHWC accomplishments  
are pictured on this page: 

 

“Paige Turner” at the Palos Heights Library,  

 

The Gazebo at Memorial Park,  
and our most recent addition, The Anniversary Garden  
at Lake Katherine Nature Center and Botanic Gardens.  

 

 

On behalf of the Palos Heights Woman’s Club, I thank all of you for your 
generous and continued support.  

 

 Barb Deckinga 
 



Palos Heights Woman’s Club 

Former Presidents 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

 

 

* Hattie Saum (Claude)            1938 - 1941 

* Muriel Clayton (Harry)                                1941 - 1942 

* Myrtle Vollmar (SJ Van Clay)                                    1942 - 1943 

* Dorothy Rowley (Harold)           1943 - 1945 

* Dorothy Barta                1945 - 1946 

    Dorothy Albright (Richard)         1946 - 1948 
    Lucille Swanson (Theodore)           1948 - 1950 

    Florence Witt (HGHeller)                                 1950 - 1951 
   Margaret Scheldorf (MW)                          1951 - 1953 

    Margaret Ross (Donald)                            1953 - 1954 

* Ernamae Jansen (Clarence)                       1954 - 1957 

* Dorothy Hurlbert (Charles)                                   1957 - 1959 

 Doris Hansen (Glen)                                   1959 - 1961 

 Mary Anne Meyer (Norman)                          1961 - 1963 

    Jeri Tee (Vartunas)  1963 - 1965 
   Jeanne Marbach (Walter)                                         1965 - 1967 

    Shirley Wedlock (Kenneth)                         1967 - 1969 

* Frances Rothenberger (George)                          1969 - 1971 

  

 

 

 



  

 
    Marjorie Hultquist (Lee)             1971 - 1973     

 Annabelle Stolarski (Leonard)                          1973 - 1975 

     Dorothy LeBeau (Richard)                          1975 - 1977 
     Marianne Orr (Rodney)                                 1977 - 1979 

    Joan Hoey (William)                                 1979 - 1981 
     Elenor Hawley (Harold Jr)           1981 - 1982 

     Cheryl Anderson (Curt)                                    1982 - 1984 

     Rosemary McGee (Joseph)            1984 - 1986 

     Ruth Plewa (Frank)       1986 - 1987 
     Lorene Rathnau (Joseph)    1987 - 1988 

     Julie Corsi (Marco)      1988 - 1990 

     Jeannette Meyer (Edward)     1990 - 1992 

     Mickey Nydam (Maurice)     1992 - 1994 

     Celeste Kappel        1994 - 1996 

     Barbara Fletcher (Vern)  1996 - 1998 
     Rose Mateicka (Thomas)  1998 - 2000 
* Jayne Karow (Robert)  2000 - 2002 

 Carol Margaret Miller (William)   2002 - 2004             

 Charlotte Belczak (Eugene)     2004 - 2006 

     Carol Margaret Miller (William)   2006 - 2008 
     Joan Meyers (Allen)      2008 - 2010 
      Eileen Lunter (Paul)  2010 - 2012              
 

 

                         * = Deceased 
  



 

 

  

 

Palos Heights Woman’s Club 
List of Donors 

 

 

Grand Patrons  
Dorothy and Egon Menker  

Janeen and Dick Schmaedeke  
 

Diamond Patron 
Jeannette and Edward Meyer  
Nancy and George Mitchell 

Cindy and Bruce Santomarco 
 

Sapphire Patron 
CNB Bank and Trust, NA 

 

Ruby Patron 
Scott Kallemeyn, Kallemeyn Auto 

Helen Palmer 
 

Amethyst Patron 
Lorene and Joe Rathnau 

 

Topaz Patron 
Bev and Phil Bronowski 

Celeste Kappel 
Janet Pawley  

Barbara and Ralph Politano 
Mary Lee and John Lockwood 

Barb and Tom Rosiello 
Rose and Mike Zubik 

 



Palos Heights Woman’s Club History  
 

Forward Forever, Forward Together 
 

                         Elenor Hawley, Historian 
 

On December 8, 1938, a group of 23 women from  
Palos Heights met in the Community House for the purpose  
of organizing a woman’s club, “to create a better opportunity  
for the women of the community to become acquainted and to  
exchange ideas and opinions and to promote the welfare of the home and 
community.”   Mrs. Claude Saum presided at this meeting and it was decided that 
meetings would be held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 8:00 pm.  
Dues were set at five cents per month. 
 

 
Those who joined by March 21, 1939 were known as Founder Members and included: 

 

 * Eleanor Ayres * Josephine Leonardo 
 * Grace Bailey  Leta Kable 
 * Helen Barbknecht * Marion Luke 
 * Dorothy Barta * Janet McCormick 
 * Mary Counts  Alice McGreagor 
 * Ann Courtwright * Betty Pojman 
 * Mary Curtis * Dorothy Rowley 
 * Betty Fencl  Jeanette Rydell 
 * Helen Freeman * Hattie Saum 
 * Bertha Glaves  Patty Shields 
 * Alice Howard  Alice Stephenson 
 * Evelyn Johnson * Maude Troutman 
  Mary Johnson * Myrtle Vollmar 
 * Erna Mae Jansen * Mildred Wangeman 

  Helen Kennedy * Marge Wood          
                          * denotes Charter Member 

 

 

The following women were elected as the first set of officers: 
    

President  Mrs. Claude Saum 
   Vice President Mrs. Orel Curtis 
   Secretary  Mrs. Harold Rowley 
   Treasurer  Mrs. Joseph Pojman 
 

1938 - 2013 



 
A contest was held to select a club motto.  Mrs. Clarence 
Jansen submitted the one chosen, “Forward Forever, Forward 
Together”.  She was awarded a deck of cards as her prize. A 
constitution and bylaws were drawn up and accepted at the 
January 17, 1939 meeting.  On March 7, 1939, the members 
voted to join the Third District and Illinois Federation of 
Women’s Clubs in May and the Palos Heights Woman’s Club 
was on its way. 

 
During the first two years, many of our regular events were started.  The 
garden group presented an original one act play in May, 1939.  Men’s Night, an 
annual event for many years, was an immediate success in September, 1939, with 
the program provided by Mr. Humphries and Mr. Price of the F.B.I.  Refreshments 
consisted of homemade pies.  In addition, fashion shows, as well as flower sales 
and shows were originated. 
 
The first fund raiser was a Hotpoint dinner, held May 2, 1939 and 150 tickets 
were issued.  A Hotpoint home economist prepared the food, which was furnished 
by Bartlett and Co.  Woman’s Club members assisted in the preparation and serving 
of the meal which included baked ham, baked beans, peas and carrots, combination 
salad, strawberry shortcake and whipped cream pie and coffee.  The price? Twenty-
five cents.  The dinner netted the Club its first possession, a deluxe Hotpoint 
range for the Community House. 
 

 
During this first year the Club chartered and sponsored the 
Palos Heights Girl Scout Troop, presented an outdoor 
summer musicale for the community, and held its first Spring 
Luncheon.  A literature group was formed.  Donations of 
books began coming in and the books were rented out before 
and after meetings.  Rental money was used to purchase 
new books.  A choral group was started and members sang 
at Club meetings and hospitals.  Mrs. Dorothy Barta 
suggested the petunia as our Club flower on November 7, 
1939. 
 

 



 
The first spring flower exhibit and sale was 
held on May 25, 1940 and the Club raised 
$47.00.  In September of that year, the garden 
group won 6 blue ribbons at the Markham 
Flower Show.  The flowers were grown in the 
Club’s garden in front of the Community House.  
In December, 1940 a gift of clothing and basket 
of food was collected and presented to a needy 
family in a neighboring area. 
 
 
In 1941, a bakery sale provided enough money 
to furnish fourteen comfort kits for the British 
War Relief Society and several members did 
sewing for the society.  That year the Woman’s 
Club organized the Palos Heights Red Cross Unit.  A working fund was given to the 
unit by the Club to cover incidental expenses connected with the sewing done there.  
It was also decided to participate at the South Wabash Recreation Center in 
cooperation with the Blue Island Woman’s Club.  Members provided cake and 
refreshments for the soldiers and sailors on a regular basis. 
 
 
By 1942 the Club needed to expand.  Because of the 
war a greater need for financial donations arose, 
creating more ways and means projects.   A 
Sweetheart Ball, bazaar and the procuring of 
Regional subscriptions helped the Club purchase its 
first War Bond: assist in Red Cross needs and 
netted a sizable donation to the Palos Heights 
Resuscitator Fund.  First Aid and Nutrition classes 
for the community were organized by the Woman’s 
Club, as was the Red Cross Production Unit.  
Members sold $11,970.75 in War Bonds and 
stamps.  We placed 12th in the Suburban Towns 
Victory Bond Drive.   

 

 



This year saw the Club affiliate with the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs (certificate issued 
September 8, 1942).  The Twilight Musicale was 
introduced, as was a Get Acquainted Tea, which drew 

60 new members to the Club.  The Women’s Clubs of Illinois were donating an 
ambulance for emergency service for the American Red Cross and all the clubs in 
the state were asked to donate four cents per member toward its purchase. 

 

About this time, 1942, the area along Harlem Avenue between 119th Street and 
127th Street was not only sparsely populated, but was known as the Bartlett 
subdivision, rather than Palos Heights.  It was the World War II period when 
planting, such as victory gardens was in vogue.  The ladies of the area, most of 
them former city dwellers, felt the “country” living should include blossoms, as well 
as beets.  The subdivider, Robert Bartlett, was persuaded to line both sides of 
Harlem Avenue for several blocks with beds of colorful petunias.  Members of the 
Woman’s Club tended these beds for many years.  People came from miles around 
to view the lovely flowers. 
 
The first Sweetheart Ball was held in 1942, 
when Palos Heights was a fraction of its 
present size and meat rationing prevailed.  
Mrs. Harold Rowley was chairman of the 
dance and Mrs. Harry Clayton was president 
of the young club, whose membership 
numbered 78.  The ball, a dinner dance held 
at the Navajo Country Club, was attended by 
twenty-five couples in formals and tuxes.  
Dinner was by candlelight, with the usual 
wartime restrictions on the menu.  The tickets were handmade of lace paper and red 
hearts.  The ball became a traditional event of long standing and was the highlight of 
the social season for the Club, as well as the community, and by 1952 close to 200 
couples attended.  In the early years, card tables were made available for those who 
found dancing too strenuous.  Tickets to the first ball were $1.10 per couple with half 
the proceeds donated to the Red Cross.  The first several balls were held at Navajo 
Fields Country Club (now the site of Trinity Christian College), so that the volunteer 
firemen attending the Dance could be close to the Firehouse in case of a call. 
 



 
In late 1943 Mr. Harwell West, the first publisher of 
the Palos Regional, announced the paper would 
cease publication because “the load has become too 
great.”  The Woman’s Club came to his rescue with a 
door-to-door subscription drive, which became a 
regular Club project from 1943-1952, that served to 
increase circulation of the newspaper and added to 
the Club treasury also. 
 
LIBRARY HISTORY FROM 1944  
 
The P.H.W.C. saw a need for an area library to 
incorporate the existing collection of approximately 
100 books, so on February 1, 1944, the Club voted 
to take on sponsorship of a Public Library and 
appropriated $100.00 to be used for the purchase of 
Children’s books.  Woman’s Club members attended 
a meeting of the Board of Trustees on February 28, 
1944, also attended by representatives of other civic 
groups and interested persons in the community.  
The Woman’s Club asked for donations of books from the community and by March, 
more than 1,000 books had been donated.  The grand opening of the library was 
held on July 9, 1944 in its location in the home of Mr. Walter Ward at 122nd and 
Harlem.  Mr. Ward was a Bartlett salesman and a 12 x 16 room was set aside with a 
separate entrance.  Mr. Kellner, Mr. West and members of the Palos Heights Fire 
Department built shelving for the donated books. 

 

 

The Library made several changes of location over the ensuing years, including a 
brief period when it was just a collection of books in storage until the completion of 
its facilities in the former Fire House, where it remained until the completion of its 
own building in 1972 at 12501 S. 71st Avenue.  The Woman’s Club has been 
unfailing in its donations of money, books and volunteer hours.  For many years 
many members have served on the Library Board, filed books, repaired damaged 
books, held “Story Hour” for area children on Saturday morning and belonged to 
Friends of the Library. 
 
 



 
When the Palos Heights Library 
moved into its present location in 
1972, the Woman’s Club purchased 
the main desk, study carrels and 
furnishings for both teen and 
children’s rooms.  Members assisted 
in painting the new facilities and 
unpacking books.  As the need arose, 
future donations included the juvenile 
card catalog, movie and slide 

projectors, a film cabinet and various monetary gifts.  With the completion of an 
addition to its facilities in 1989, the Woman’s Club presented funds to purchase a 
computer for use by library patrons.  Over the years the Woman’s Club has donated 
in excess of $35,000 to the Library. 
 
From 1945 through 1949, the Club sponsored a 
canteen for youth of Palos Heights, called “Cola 
Cabana.”  The first music scholarship for summer 
music camp was awarded in 1945.  When the 
Community House was sold, meetings were held at 
the Palos Heights School from February, 1946, until 
the 1949-50 club year when meetings were moved to 
the Palos United Methodist Church.  In 1948, the 
Woman’s Club took charge of the Salvation Army 
Donut Tag Day and this is still an annual project.  On 
April 19, 1949, a building fund was started with the 
hope of building a community building to house a 
library and other community projects. 

 

In April 1951, the first home-sewn fashion show 
replaced the annual style show.  Members and 
their children modeled home-sewn fashions created 
by the members at the Club meeting, an annual event that continued into the 70’s. 

 

On January 5, 1954, the Club began holding afternoon meetings at the Colonial 
House.  The third Tuesday meeting remained in the evening. 
 
 



The 50’s would be known as the 
decade of counting as members 
counted the number of houses in their 
campaign, with the Community Club, 
to obtain home mail delivery in Palos 
Heights, in 1954.  To facilitate the home 
delivery of mail, the Woman’s Club was 
instrumental in purchasing and erecting 
street signs.  The Club held its first 
house to house campaign to collect funds for Channel 11, a project still 
supported with a yearly contribution. 

 

The Woman’s Club project committee chose “Safety on Harlem Avenue” as its 
project in 1956.  A letter from chairman, Mrs. George Hewitt, to Governor Stratton 
asking his help in achieving this goal prompted a traffic study (we counted cars), 
which, “showed that the amount of traffic at 127th and Harlem satisfies our minimum 
requirements and warrants installation of traffic signals.”  Four-way stop signs 
installed at 127th and Harlem would be replaced by traffic lights in 1957.  Members 
also conducted a traffic count of pedestrians at 123rd and Harlem.  This count, along 
with statistics as to the number of businesses in the area was reported to the state 
highway department in an effort to secure 30 mph speed limit signs in the business 
district. 

Members supported the Oak Forest 
Occupational Therapy Department by 
collecting clothing and materials for 
their use and by donating many 
volunteer hours.  They also 
supported Manteno Hospital with 
weekly visits and gave annual parties 
at Oak Forest and Manteno.  
Members continued collecting for the 
Salvation Army and were area 
sponsors of the March of Dimes 
“Mothers March,” providing workers 

for the annual mobile TB x-ray unit from 1958 to 1967.  In 1959, Palos Heights was 
incorporated as a city and the Woman’s Club again held meetings at the Methodist 
Church, after meeting at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church for several years. 
 



The early 60’s when Fran Rothenberger 
was Ways and Means Chairman, three 
projects which have been mainstays of 
our fund raising and social events 
originated.  The first Christmas Walk 
was held in December, 1961.  There 
were four homes on the tour that year.  
President Mary Ann Meyers’ home was 
one.  Tea and cookies were served there 
and Christmas decorations, made by Club 

members, were sold.  The first Walk was such a success that the Club went ‘all out’ 
in the following years.  Weekly workshops were held for months in either Fran’s 
basement or on Dorothy Hurlbert’s porch, and with each successive year the 
ornaments, decorations and gifts became more elaborate.  Soon the Noel Boutique 
and refreshments became a fifth stop on the tour and was held at one of the area 
churches.  In 1967, a luncheon was added, and when it became more difficult to get 
workers for the workshops because so many ladies had gone to work, the Boutique 
was eventually replaced by a Craft Show format, where 20 to 30 exhibitors 
purchased space to display and sell their Christmas wares. 
 

The Woman’s Club was also the pioneer of 
area bridge tournaments.  Many members 
wished to learn the game, so Marj 
Hultquist began bridge lessons, first for 
the ladies and later for couples, and for 
quite a while there were three bridge 
groups in the Club; today there is one 
for ladies and another for couples.  

 

 

During the 60’s it was decided to switch 
from men’s night at a Club meeting to 
taking our husbands “out” to dinner, 
otherwise known as the Progressive Dinner, an event enjoyed equally by members 
and their husbands.  Groups gathered in members’ homes for cocktails and dinner 
(a different group and home for each course).  In recent years we have ended at a 
place large enough to accommodate the group for dessert, such as the Lake 
Katherine Clubhouse.  The event was eagerly anticipated by old and new members.   
 



Probably one of the best ‘get acquainted’ annual events over the years was the 
“Come As You Are Breakfast.”  Each September Board members, with new 
yearbooks in hand, would surprise members of their call list to take them to a 
member’s home, or later to the Community Center Foundation, where breakfast was 
served.  Our 50th year found a new twist, the time was switched to evening, and 
dessert was served, to accommodate our many working members.  After a hiatus of 
several years, the Breakfast was revived in 1998, enjoyed by all who were surprised 
and whisked away for breakfast one September morning. 
 
In the mid 60’s, members took pride in handling Pre-School Vision Testing for area 
children.  In 1966, members joined in the celebration of the grand opening of the 
Palos Heights Pool and arranged a Fashion Show for everyone’s entertainment.  
Several members and members’ children were models. 

 
 

1971 found the Woman’s Club again 
sponsoring a facility for Palos 
Heights' teens.  As its Community 
Improvement Project, the Woman’s 
Club organized SOLAP (Palos 
spelled backwards), and recruited 
various civic organizations, most of 
whom had representatives on the 
teen center governing board.  The 
Southwest Y.M.C.A. helped the 
Woman’s Club organize the Center 

and the Palos Heights Recreation Board helped with the financing.  The Woman’s 
Club paid the salaries of the counselors and purchased supplies, etc., while the city 
paid the rent on the former Herbster residence, located at 124th and Harlem.  By 
February 1972, approximately 150 teens were members of SOLAP.   
 
The teens involved themselves in car washes, picnics, a summer folk fest, the 
showing of children’s movies during the summer months and the selling of 
Luminaria at Christmas to raise funds for the center.  The teens also worked with 
interested area residents to renovate and paint the house that SOLAP rented.  
SOLAP closed late in 1972, due to increasing costs and the loss of city funds.  The 
house was soon demolished to make way for the three story office building. 
 
 



The first Road Rally took place in 1971, in which members and their families 
valiantly strove to get the most correct answers, in the least amount of time, always 
bearing in mind that the object was not to get lost and to end up at the right spot to 
compare notes, have dinner and award prizes.  It was an annual event until the gas 
crisis put an end to the fun. 

 

In 1973, to commemorate the Woman’s Club 35th 
anniversary, a summer fair, “Polka Dots and Pinafores” 
was held in Community Park with a carnival and booths, 
in conjunction with the city’s annual Sidewalk Sale. 

 

1974 found members cooperating with the Original 
Homeowners Association to make the city flower. 
 

1975 found the Club again sponsoring a Red Cross Blood 
Drive to help provide needed blood and assure 

replacement, when needed, by members and their families.  This is still an annual 
Health Department project, with the Drives being conducted by LifeSource, until 
2005 when the Health Department switched to Heartland Blood Center. 
 

The 1975-76 Club year found us bidding farewell to the fall and mid-winter 
luncheons and the home-sewn fashion show, as more and more members joined 
the work force. Members looked forward to our first ethnic night, when 
members brought a favorite dish with a foreign flavor and the result was a 
delicious dinner for all to enjoy.  In the early years, members would receive 
copies of the recipes to add to their collections.  This was the year of the first of 
several box luncheons, held as fund raisers.  Members opened their homes where 
box lunches prepared by members were served.  Later, members gathered for a 
fashion show and tour of Park Lawn School, a facility that has long been a recipient 
of Woman’s Club donations. 

 

“Why I Would Like to be Mayor for a Day,” was a project conceived by 
Marianne Orr in 1979 to involve young people in the governing process of local 
government.  The contest, held yearly, is open to all eighth grade students with a 
Palos Heights mailing address.  The student, whose essay is judged best, presides 
as Mayor for a Day at a City Council meeting, while the runners-up serve as 
aldermen.  Over the years, many of the suggestions put forth in the essays have 
been implemented in the city and it’s a marvelous learning experience for students 
and adults as well. 



November 8, 1980 found members serving refreshments at the grand opening of 
the Palos Recycle Depot and on February 27, 1982, members and their families 
began manning the Recycle Center on a regular basis, to further environmental 
protection.  Neither rain, snow, blazing heat nor freezing cold could keep the ladies, 
their spouses and off-spring from sorting, stacking and crushing. 
 

In 1982, the first of a series of cookbooks was printed called, “Best 
Beginnings,” followed by, “Breads, Salads and Soups” in 1984, “Entrees and 
Casserole Dishes” in 1986 and in 1988 “Cookies and Desserts” completed the 
collection, comprised of favorite recipes of all the members.  This was also the 
year the Club presented the first of its annual college scholarships, $300.00.  
This was later increased to $1000.00 each to an outstanding Carl Sandburg High 
School and Alan B. Shepard High School graduate.  When school district 
boundaries were adjusted and Palos Heights' students were assigned to A.A. Stagg, 
our student scholarship was awarded to Stagg.  A scholarship of $200.00 was also 
set up through Moraine Valley Community College for a woman taking classes in 
order to return to the work force.  From 1945 to the present the Woman’s Club has 
allocated more than $53,000 for scholarships for area young people. 

  

In 1985, the Club made Crestwood Terrace Nursing Home one of its projects.  We 
provided the seniors living there with parties and monthly hot dog days.  The money 
raised was donated to their gift shop to help keep the prices reasonable for the 
residents. Gifts of useful and needed items were collected at our meetings and 
funds have been contributed. 

 

Throughout the 80’s and 90’s 
and to the present, Presidents 
returned from Third District 
Annual Meetings and I.F.W.C. 
Conventions each spring with 
numerous awards from each in 
the areas of The Arts, 
Leadership, Press & Publicity, 
Citizenship, Status of Women, 
Crime Prevention, International 
Affairs, Legislation, Public 
Affairs, Home Life, Health, 
Conservation, Education, C.I.P. and Membership.   



Our Free Enterprise scrapbook entry won District, State and General Federation 
awards in 1986.  These awards and recognition serve to remind members of the 
importance of the projects and activities we participate in on a monthly and yearly 
basis, as a part of the largest women’s volunteer organization in the world. 

 

In 1987, a Golden Anniversary Committee, 
with Marj Hultquist as chairman, began 
meeting to formulate plans for the 
commemoration of this milestone in the life of 
the Club.  Special events planned included 
the 50th Anniversary Spring Luncheon, with 
Mayor Eugene Simpson as special guest; 50th 
“New Members Social” in June; “Come As 
You Are Dessert” in September; a Couples 
Golf Outing and BBQ Supper was held at Old 
Oak Golf Club; a Bridge Luncheon and 
Fashion Show 
was held at Silver 
Lakes Country 
Club, where 

fashions were modeled by new members.  Of course, 
the culmination was the Golden Memories Anniversary 
Ball, celebrating the Palos Heights Woman’s Club 50 
years of service to the community, which was held 
November 12, 1988 at the Matteson Holiday Inn where 
262 wined and dined and then danced the night away.  

 
 

From its earliest years, the fondest wish 
of the Palos Heights Woman’s Club had 
been to help provide a community 
building to serve all the residents of 
Palos Heights.  1988 marked the 50th 
anniversary of the Club and it appeared, at 
last, Palos Heights would have its 
community center, to be located at the 
former Arrowhead School.   

 



With the unanimous approval of the members, the proceeds from the Golden 
Memories dinner dance and ad book were set aside, along with previously allocated 
funds, to be made available to the City to help in furnishing the new Community 
Center, to fulfill the Woman’s Club dream.  In the fall of 1990, we began occupancy 
of the meeting room and kitchen facilities.  Furnishings continued to be added over 
the next few years until the rooms were completed.   

 
It was Joan Meyers who first conceived the idea of a “Gazebo in 
the Park.”  Having seen such gazebos in Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin and other mid-America towns, she and Jeannette 
Meyer felt our town had an ideal site for a gazebo in our 
Memorial Park where concert bands could perform, bridal parties 
could gather for photographs or townspeople could simply gather 
for quiet conversation on a sun-filled day. 
 

It wasn’t until several of our members attended a “garden walk” in a neighboring 
town and enjoyed a box lunch and visits to several gardens in full bloom that it was 
decided to “carpe diem,” seize the day, and hold our first garden walk.  So in two 
months’ time in the summer of 1992, members put together our first Garden 
Walk with box lunch.   
 

With a theme of “Come to the Garden: an Invitation to Serenity,” five local gardens 
were selected and the use of our town’s newest showplace, the Lake Katherine 
Clubhouse, was acquired for serving the box lunches.   

 
As the gardens, along with the gardens and waterfall of the Lake Catherine Nature 
Preserve, were visited, the first Palos Heights Woman’s Club Garden Walk was 
born.  A profit of about $2,000 was realized and banked in an account to build a 
“Gazebo in the Park.” 
 

 

In 1994, when Celeste Faloona was elected 
president, one of her first acts was to appoint Rose 
Mateicka as her Project Chairman with instructions 
to go forward on the Gazebo Project.  A 13 member 
committee was formed to set goals and raise the 
funds required to make the Gazebo a reality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Support came from many areas and many people.  Harold Hawley built a model of 
the Gazebo which was moved to different locations around the city and used as a 

bank to collect funds as well as make people 
aware of our project.  Gazebo t-shirts, note 
cards and tote bags were sold to raise funds.   
 
A pasta supper for the community with food 
donated by two generous local restaurants and 
a local bakery was held.  Magazines and 
newspapers were gathered by a local 
environmentalist, Warren Jacobek, who 

donated the proceeds of their sale to our cause.  One member opened her spacious 
home for a “Portrait Performance” and a luncheon was prepared and served by 
members who enjoy the culinary arts.  The Garden Walks continued to raise funds 
as well.  A gala Gazebo Ball was held at Ruffled Feathers Country Club.  Raffles 
were organized with prizes donated by local merchants.  
 
 

In addition, donations were invited from the community in amounts of $1,000, $750, 
$500 and $250.  Recognition was given on plaques placed high overhead around 
the inside perimeter of the finished gazebo.  Engraved “paver bricks” form a 
promenade at the front steps of the gazebo to honor members, their families and 
others who contributed their support.  A President’s Walk was also included 
honoring the Woman’s Club Presidents. 
 
Through all of the Club’s efforts, more 
than $95,000 was raised which was 
used to pay for all of the construction 
costs, three stunning outside light posts, 
landscaping, benches, trash receptacles 
and the paver brick promenade.  
Ground was broken in November 
1996 and on June 22, 1997, in full 
sunshine; the Gazebo in the Park 
was dedicated and presented as a 
gift from the Palos Heights Woman’s 
Club to the City of Palos Heights. 
 



 
As part of our 60th anniversary celebration in August 1998, the Club held 
“Sunday in the Park” at the Gazebo.  Several community organizations joined us 
for an old fashioned summertime family event.  There was lots of food and 
entertainment for all ages and the day was filled with music provided by a 
barbershop group, The Bourbon Street Strummers and The Murray Brothers 
Concert Show.  Proceeds benefited the Children’s Philanthropies of the Palos 
Heights Woman’s Club. 
 

 
As 1998 drew to a close, we were 
preparing to celebrate our 60th year 
with a gala anniversary ball,  
 

“Treasured Memories,”  
 
to be held at the Lexington House 
on November 20. 
 
 
 

The year 2000 found members welcoming the 
millennium with the Blood Drive, Progressive 
Dinner, Salvation Army Donut Day, Mayor for a 
Day, Flower Sale, the Rathnau Players who 
brightened our Annual Meetings with their original 
renditions, The Garden Walk and Christmas Walks.  
It was also the year that members climbed aboard 
a decorated float, provided by Palos Bank and 
Trust, dressed in red, white and blue and joined 
the Fourth of July parade for the first time.  The 
Club also began participating in the Palos 

Heights Farmer’s Market that year. 
 
In 2001 the Club donated two benches for the New Palos Heights Library for 
their grounds. 
 
 



On December 4, 2003 members and friends attended our 65th Anniversary Gala 
Dinner and Fashion Show, Magic Moments, at the Lexington House, which replaced 
the Christmas Walk that year.  Members modeled fashions from Laura’s in 
Homewood and furs by Kluger Furs of Flossmoor and members’ children and 
grandchildren modeled outfits provided by Old Navy.  The Club also presented the 
Library with a bronze sculpture of a reclining boy reading a book.  The Club 
Adopted a Tree, planted flowers in the area and cared for them throughout the 
summer, a project that continued for several years. 
 
In 2004, the Club donated the circulation desk for the new library.  This was 
also the year that members began serving as reading tutors at Palos East School, 
which became an ongoing project for the Education Department. 
 
In 2005 the Club donated a life-size bronze statue, “Booked for the Day” of a 
girl later named “Paige Turner”, reading a book and the bench she sits upon 
near the entrance to the Library.  The bronze, created by Daniel L. Hill of Salt 
Lake City, Utah, was dedicated on April 9, 2005. 
 

Heartland Blood Center became the collector of Blood at our annual Blood Drive in 
2005.  The Club revived an old favorite, the Progressive Dinner that year enjoyed 
once more by new and longtime members.  Club members also participated in the 
Palos Relay for Life, July 14 and 15, sponsored by the American Cancer Society.  
Four members of the team were survivors of breast cancer and all were past 
Presidents, Joan Hoey, Mickey Nydam, Marianne Orr and Carol Miller and they took 
part in the Survivors Walk.   A President’s Tea, held at the home of Jeannette 
Meyer, was a lovely tribute to all of the Past Presidents of the Club and a beautiful 
afternoon for all who attended. 

 
The year 2007 was the first year the members 
rode in a decorated trolley, again provided by 
Palos Bank and Trust for the Fourth of July parade 
and has become on ongoing item in each year’s 
parade as the ladies sing as they ride along and 
toss large amounts of candy to the children along 
the route. 
 

 



 

In honor of our 70th anniversary, the City of Palos Heights invited the Woman’s 
Club to submit a design for the 2008 – 2009 city vehicle sticker. Bev Bronowski, 
Christy Hawley, and Michelle Zubik collaborated to create the design which featured 
the bronze statue, Paige Turner, located at our library.  
 

2009 marked a change in venue for our old social event, The Progressive Dinner.  It 
was arranged at area restaurants and gave everyone the chance to enjoy the 
evening without having to host a course.  Also, members volunteered to pack food 
ingredients to be sent to Third World countries, thru the not-for-profit group Feed 
Our Starving Children. 
 

The Club participated with other community groups in creating the Art Park at 123rd 
and 72nd Court, as “a way to express that we value culture in our community”.  The 
Woman’s Club received a Third Place Award in the state Community Improvement 
Contest for its work on the Art Park Project. 

 
In 2009 the Club, to commemorate our 
70th anniversary, promised Lake 
Katherine to upgrade and beautify the 
area in front of the E. G. Simpson 
Clubhouse with an Anniversary Garden.  
Plans were drawn for an architecturally 
designed landscape to improve the area, 
including special plantings, benches, a 
performance platform and accessible 
walkways.  

 
 The Club hoped the new garden would 
provide a venue for cultural, educational, 
civic and social events.  The Club raised a 
total of $88,800 and received approximately 
$20,000 in donated services.  The Club 
received a 2nd place Community 
Improvement Project Award from the Illinois 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. Construction 
began in the fall of 2009 and continued into 
the following year.   
 



 
In November of 2010 a ribbon cutting ceremony was held and the Club 
presented the Anniversary Garden to Lake Katherine and the city of Palos 
Heights.    
 
In 2011 the Keep Palos Heights Beautiful Committee presented a Certificate of 
Special Recognition to the Palos Heights Woman’s Club for the Lake Katherine 
Anniversary Garden Project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On June 14, 2013, the Palos Heights Woman’s Club honored its seventy-five 
years of community service by hosting a Diamond Jubilee Celebration held at 
Midlothian Country Club. It will still be a… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Program Design: Patricia Bailey  
Program Publication: Sherry TerMaat 

Club History: Elenor Hawley   
 Video Design and Presentation: Rose Zubik 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Thanks to the Woman’s Club    

Who tag on Donut Day,  
Hold “Mayor for a Day”, 
Give scholarships, 
Take luncheon trips, have fun along the way, 
We thank you so much. 
 

Thanks to the Woman’s Club 
For food for ethnic night,  
Desserts are our delight,  
At house walks and the flower sales 
We worked with all our might 
We thank you so much. 
 

Many’s the time that we feasted 
Fewer are times when we fasted 
Oh, well, it was swell while it lasted. 
We do have fun,  
And much good is done. 

 

So – Thanks for the memory 
Of camaraderie, hospitality,  
Education, conservation, and the library 
We thank you so much. 

 
This song is to be sung to the tune of “Thanks for the Memory” 
Author – Lorene Rathnau  


